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SECTION  A.— GEOGRAPHICAL  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Urmston  Urban  District  comprises  a  considerable 
residential  area,  and  a  large  industrial  area  consisting  of  more 
than  half  of  the  Trafford  Park  Estate.  The  district  is  bounded 
on  the  north-west  by  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal,  on  the  south 
by  the  River  Mersey  and  on  the  east  and  north-east  by  the 
Borough  of  Stretford  and  covers  an  area  of  4,797  acres  of  land 
varying  from  50  feet  to  80  feet  above  the  Ordnance  datum. 

The  population  of  the  Urmston  Urban  District  at  the 
Census  in  1931  was  9,284;  the  1951  Census  preliminary  figure 
is  39,233. 

At  31st  December,  1951,  the  number  of  occupied 
houses  in  the  district  was  12,114,  rateable  value  £315,758  and 
the  product  of  a  penny  rate  £1,275. 

The  residential  area  is  well  laid  out,  with  abundant 
open  spaces  and  recreation  grounds,  including  two  golf 
courses  and  several  parks. 

The  industries  in  Trafford  Park  include  petroleum 
storage,  oil  refining,  manufacture  of  asbestos,  steel,  wire, 
chemicals,  furniture,  textile  machinery,  also  engineering  and 
electricity  works. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality 
during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  RATE. —  Births  registered  were  603  represent¬ 
ing  a  birth  rate  of  15.6  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion.  The  birth  rate  shows  a  continued  fall  and  is  approaching 
the  low  levels  experienced  throughout  the  country.  This 
nation-wide  trend,  despite  the  fact  that  childbirth  is  safer 
than  ever  before,  is  not  unconnected  with  economic  conditions 
and  the  continued  housing  shortage. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  live 
births,  illegitimate  births  and  still-births  for  the  past  five 
years. 
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V  car. 

Total  Live 
Births. 

Illegitimate 

Births. 

Stillbirths. 

1951 

603 

23 

14 

1950 

623 

22 

15 

1949 

673 

29 

15 

1948 

673 

28 

14 

1947 

827 

30 

19 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  445 
representing  a  crude  death  rate  of  11.5  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population  which  is  somewhat  increased  compared 
with  the  years  1950,  1949  and  1948.  A  detailed  analysis  of 
the  causes  of  death  is  shown  in  the  table  on  page  5. 


4Te  following  table  gives  particulars  of  deaths  during 


the  past  hve  years. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Crude  Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

Estimated  Population 

1951 

445 

11.5 

1950 

401 

10.3 

1949 

422 

10.8 

1948 

382 

9.9 

1947 

440 

11.5 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
seven  infant  deaths  representing  a  rate  of  10  per  1,000  live 
births  compares  most  favourably  with  the  rates  of  33  in  1947, 
29  in  1948,  31  in  1949,  and  21  in  1950,  and  was  the  lowest  level 
ever  reached  in  Urmston.  While  avoiding  premature  conclusions 
the  trend  of  infant  mortality  is  a  tribute  to  the  standard  of 
life  in  Urmston,  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  of  mothers 
and  the  standard  of  infant  welfare  and  care  inculcated  by  the 
health  visiting  service.  Tribute  must  also  be  paid  to  the 
attention  to  infant  welfare  in  local  hospitals  and  in  medical 
practice. 
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NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. — There  were  four  deaths 
reported  during  1951  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  month. 
Neo-natal  deaths  for  the  past  hve  years  were  : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Total  Births. 

1951 

4 

7 

1950 

5 

8 

1949 

11 

16.3 

1948 

10 

14.8 

1947 

14 

15.7 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY.— There  was  one  death  re¬ 
ported  during  1951,  the  certihed  cause  of  death  being  pulmon¬ 
ary  embolus,  phlebitis  and  toxaemia.  The  following  table 

gives  particulars  of  maternal  deaths  for  the  past  five  years  : — 

Y  ear. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per 

1 ,000  Live  Births. 

1951 

1 

1.62 

1950 

1 

1.57 

1949 

2 

2.91 

1948 

Nil 

Nil 

1947 

1 

1.18 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951. 

Causes.  M.  F. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  5  1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  Other  .  1  — 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  .  —  — 

4.  Diphtheria  .  —  — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .  —  — 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  .  —  1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  —  — 

8.  Measles  .  —  — 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases .  —  2 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach .  6  9 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus .  18  1 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast .  —  2 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus .  —  3 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms...  16  7 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia .  1  — 

16.  Diabetes  .  —  3 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System .  25  33 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina .  46  17 

19.  Hypertension  wdth  Heart  Disease .  3  11 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease .  26  62 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease .  13  6 

22.  Influenza  .  7  1 

23.  Pneumonia  .  7  6 

24.  Bronchitis  .  20  19 

25.  Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System .  3  1 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum .  1  1 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea .  1  3 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis .  2  3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate .  2  — 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion .  —  1 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  .  —  1 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases .  12  16 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents .  4  1 

34.  All  Other  Accidents .  1  5 

35.  Suicide  .  6  3 

36.  Homicide,  and  Operations  of  War .  —  — 


226  219 
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SECTION  B.^GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.—  With  the  exception  of 
swimming  bath  water  all  examinations  are  undertaken  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Monsall  Hospital,  Newton 
Heath,  Manchester.  Samples  of  swimming  bath  water  are 
submitted  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  Ltd.,  London. 

The  total  number  of  examinations  carried  out  during 


1951  was  955  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Throat  Swabs  .  15 

Nasal  „  3 

Faeces  .  707 

Urine  .  13 

Milk 

Tubercle  Bacilli  .  36 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  ...  66 

Phosphatase  Test  .  47 

Turbidity  .  4 

Ice-Cream  .  36 

Drinking  Water  (Chemical)  .  1 

Swimming  Bath  Water: — 

Bacteriological  .  12 

Chemical  . .  12 

Food : — 

Dried  Milk  .  1 

Canned  Cherries .  1 

Tinned  Ham  .  1 

LOCAL  LEGISLATION. 


The  following  legislation  affecting  the  public  health 
is  in  force  in  the  district ; — 

Urmston  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1935. 

Urmston  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1949. 

Byelaws  relating  to  Cemetery,  made  10th  SejLember, 

1901. 

Byelaws  relating  to  Houses-let-in-Lodgings,  made  26th 
October,  1931. 
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Byelaws  relating  to  Transport  of  Food,  made  1st  January, 
1937. 

Byelaws  relating  to  New  Buildings,  made  30th  December, 
1939. 

Byelaws  relating  to  Pleasure  Fairs,  made  1st  August, 
1949. 

MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS.— There  are  15  doctors 
resident  in  the  district  and  about  the  same  number  residing 
in  neighbouring  districts  who  practice  in  the  area. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.— The  provisions  of 
this  Act  relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of 
neglected  persons  were  invoked  on  only  one  occasion.  The 
living  conditions  of  a  number  of  elderly  people  in  the  absence 
of  adequate  means  of  care  continue  to  be  a  source  of  anxiety, 
yet  the  requirements  of  the  Act  are  so  stringent  that  no 
official  action  can  be  taken  in  some  cases  where  it  might 
appear  that  home  care  is  utterly  inadequate  to  maintain  the 
most  meagre  standard  of  life  and  comfort. 

Since  the  repeal  of  the  Poor  Law  Acts  all  too  many 
people  have  proved  unexpectedly  eager  to  lay  down  not  only 
their  legal  but  their  moral  responsibilities  to  their  parents. 
The  scope  for  voluntary  welfare  work  in  this  connection  is 
greater  than  ever  it  was  in  the  days  before  the  advent  of  the 
Welfare  State. 

SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. —  This  is  supplied  by  the  Manchester 
Corporation ;  the  quality  is  excellent  and  the  quantity 
sufficient.  Water  is  supplied  from  the  public  mains  to  all 
dwellinghouses  with  the  exception  of  one  dwellinghouse  in  the 
district  which  is  supplied  from  a  well.  No  liability  to  plumbo- 
solvent  action  has  been  noticed  nor  any  evidence  as  to 
contamination  by  lead.  One  chemical  analysis  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  which  proved  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. —  The  sewage  from  the 
townshi])  of  Davyhulme  is  received  and  treated  at  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  of  the  Manchester  Corporation  at  Davyhulme. 
Sewage  from  L^rmston  and  Flixton  is  received  at  the  Council’s 
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Sewage  Works  at  Flixton  where  it  is  treated  prior  to  dis¬ 
charge  into  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal.  There  is  only  one 
remaining  midden,  which  is  not  accessible  to  a  sewer. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  END  OF  1951:— 


No.  of  Middens .  1 

„  Closets  attached  to  middens .  1 

,,  Pail  Closets  .  11 

,,  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  middens) .  Nil 

,,  Trough  Closets  .  25 

„  Waste-water  Closets  .  41 

,,  Fresh-water  Closets  . 12460 

,,  Movable  Ashbins  for  Refuse . 12600 


During  the  year  one  privy  closet  was  converted  to  a  fresh 
water  closet  and  one  midden  was  abolished  and  a  movable 
ashbin  substituted. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. —  Refuse  Collection,  Refuse  Dis¬ 
posal,  and  Street  Gully  Emptying-  are  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Street  Sweep¬ 
ing  is  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor.  The  whole  of  the 
house  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  by  mechanical  refuse 
collection  vehicles  and  removed  to  a  tip  in  the  meadows, 
Urmston,  where  it  is  disposed  of  exclusively  by  controlled 
tipping.  Street  Gully  emptying  is  carried  out  by  a  specially 
designed  motor  vehicle  of  750  gallons  capacity. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. — Conditions  relating  to  seating, 
ventilation,  temperature,  and  sanitary  conveniences  are  gener¬ 
ally  satisfactory. 

CAMPING  SITES. — There  are  no  such  sites,  either 
military  or  civilian,  within  the  Urban  District. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT.— There  are  80  factorv  and 
works  chimneys  in  the  district  and  during  the  year  21  smoke 
observations  were  taken.  The  time  limit  allowed  for  emission 
of  black  smoke  is  2  minutes  per  half  hour.  Apparatus  has 
been  installed  in  various  parts  of  the  district  for  measuring 
atmospheric  pollution  by  sulphur  from  industrial  development 
in  the  adjoining  rural  district  of  Bucklow. 

The  Council  is  represented  on  the  Manchester  and 
District  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.—  The  main  feature 
of  the  Council’s  modern  indoor  baths  is  a  swimming  pool 
wherein  the  water  is  kept  constantly  at  a  temperature  of  78 
degrees  Fahrenheit  and  treated  by  continuous  filtration  and 
chlorination.  Twenty-four  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  the  swimming  pool  during  the  year  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  and  the  results 
showed  the  water  to  be  quite  safe  for  bathing  purposes. 

DISINFESTATION. —  Eig'hteen  Council  houses  and  52 
privately  owned  houses  were  found  to  be  vermin  infested  and 
disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  each  case.  In  cases  of 
serious  infestation  by  bed  bugs  fumigation  is  carried  out  with 
Hydrogen  Cyanide,  the  work  being  done  by  contractor.  For 
slight  infestation,  D.D.T.  treatment  is  carried  out  by  the 
Health  Department  staff*. 

SCHOOLS. —  There  are  17  maintained  and  two  private 
schools  in  the  district,  most  of  which  are  provided  with 
modern  type  sanitary  conveniences  on  the  water  carriage 
system.  Eleven  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
No  closure  of  schools  for  epidemic  illness  was  necessary 
during  1951. 

FACTORIES. —  Details  of  the  action  taken  under  this 
heading  are  to  be  found  in  the  table  on  page  10. 

HOUSES-LET-IN-LODGINGS. —  There  are  no  ‘Common 
lodging  houses”  in  the  Urban  District  but  there  are  8  “houses 
let-in-lodgings.”  Twelve  inspections  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  and  their  sanitary  condition  could  be  classed  as  fair. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT, 
1951. —  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  registered 
premises  was  one.  There  are  no  premises  licensed  for  the 
manufacture  or  storage  of  rag  flock.  Eight  inspections 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Act  were  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 

(Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  Form  572), 


Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

W  ritten 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

FACTORIES  with 
mechanical  power 

153 

181 

5 

Nil 

FACTORIES  without 
mechanical  power 

32 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

OTHER  PREMISES  under 
the  Act  (including  works 
of  building  and  engin¬ 
eering  construction  but 
not  including  outwork¬ 
ers’  premises) 

21 

5 

1 

Nil 

Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects 


Particulars 

Pound 

Remed¬ 

ied 

Refe 
to  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

rred 

by  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (Sec;  1)  ... 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (Sec*:  2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (Sec:  3) 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (Sec:  4) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (Sec:  6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

"Insufficient 

1 

1 

_ 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

Unsuitable  or 

6 

5 

2 

(Sec:  7) 

defective 

Not  separate  for 

Other  Offences 

sexes 

— 

1 

— 

7 

8 

Nil 

2 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 


Prefabricated  houses. 
Temporary  Permanent 

T  raditional 
permanent 
IP  mouses 

Flats 

(i) 

(ii) 

By  the  Council 
By  other  local 

Nil 

Nil 

36 

18 

( Hi) 

authorities  .  .  . 
By  other  bodies 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

or  persons  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

27 

Nil 

1 — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 
(1) — {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 


housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  754 

(2)  —  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  3 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  19 

(3) ^ — Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  — Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 

2 —  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Statutory  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  189 

3 —  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

statutory  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  1 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  statutory  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  the  Council  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

{b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
statutory  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  statutory  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

(b)  By  the  Council  in  default  of  owners  ...  2 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  ...  . 

4 —  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding.  ' 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ^ 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  - 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  — (i)  Nutnber  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  Nil 

5 —  Housing  Act,  1949  :  — 

(a)  Number  of  schemes  submitted  : 

(i)  By  private  individuals  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  By  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

There  is  a  waiting  list  of  approximately  1,350  families 
requiring  Council  houses.  At  31st  December,  1951,  the  Council 
had  91  permanent  houses  in  hand  and  contemplates  building 
another  410. 


Nil 


No 

figures 

available 
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SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. —  There  were  37  milk  distributors  on 
the  register  at  31st  December,  1951.  The  following  licences 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation),  (Raw  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1949,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation),  (Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  have  been  issued: — 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  23 

Accredited  Milk .  1 

Pasteurised  Milk  .  27 

Sterilised  Milk  .  31 


The  sampling  of  milk  produced  or  retailed  in  the 
district  has  been  continued,  the  number  of  samples  taken  was 
153,  details  of  which  are  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  page  25. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. —  All  shops  and  stalls  re¬ 
tailing,  storing  or  preparing  foodstuffs  are  inspected  regularly 
by  the  sanitary  inspectors  and  action  taken  where  necessary. 
With  the  exception  of  occasional  pig  killing  on  local  farms, 
no  animal  slaughtering  has  been  carried  out  in  the  district 
since  the  inception  of  centralised  slaughtering  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food.  Five  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during 
the  year.  Two  of  these  occurred  in  hospital  and  three  cases 
at  home,  due  to  Salmonella  typhi-murium,  were  kept  under 
bacteriological  supervision  until  negative  results  were 
obtained.  All  five  patients  made  a  satisfactory  recovery. 
No  connection  could  be  traced  between  the  five  cases  and 
the  source  of  infection  was  not  satisfactorily  concluded. 

Under  Section  115  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
(Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act,  1938,  any  person 
who  offers  or  exposes  for  sale  in  the  Urban  District  any  meat 
food  product,  fish,  fruit  or  vegetables,  must  be  registered  by 
the  Urban  District  Council  being  the  local  authority  for  the 
purpose  of  the  Act  within  the  LTban  District.  At  31st 
December,  1949,  there  were  19  registrations  in  force. 

All  persons  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
ice-cream  are  required  to  be  registered  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Urmston  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1935.  Codes  of 
practice  on  the  standards  to  be  maintained  in  ice-cream 
premises  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council  and  other 
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neighbouring  Authorities  with  the  object  of  securing  uni¬ 
formity  of  practice  in  the  implementation  of  Ice-Cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947-48.  The  sampling  and 
analysis  of  food  and  drugs  in  this  district  is  under  the  control 
of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 


SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  which  commenced  at  the  end 
of  1950  continued  until  the  Spring  of  1951.  Scarlet  Fever 
notifications  declined  from  78  in  1950  to  32  in  1951.  Polio¬ 
myelitis  shewed  a  welcome  decline,  there  being  only  1  case  in 
1951  compared  with  9  in  1950.  Unfortunately  intestinal 
infections,  in  which  dysentery  has  again  been  predominant, 
were  too  frequent  and  provided  an  unenviable  commentary 
on  the  standard  of  personal  hygiene.  95  cases  were  notified 
compared  with  24  in  1950.  It  is  believed  that  the  somewhat 
rigorous  supervision  exercised  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who 
made  some  750  home  visits  to  cases  or  suspected  cases  and 
contacts,  has  done  much  to  limit  the  spread  of  this  highly 
infective  condition  and  has  had  an  educative  value  on  the 
families  concerned.  Other  infectious  diseases  call  for  little 
comment  except  that  diphtheria  has  again  been  conspicuously 
absent  from  the  notification  figures.  The  table  on  page  15 
gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  during  the 
year. 


DISINFECTION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— 

Fifty-six  houses  and  14  lots  of  bedding  were  disinfected  during 
the  year.  Disinfection  of  premises  by  formaldehyde  gas  is 
carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  stall  and  infected 
bedding,  clothing  and  other  articles  are  subjected  to  steam 
disinfection  under  an  arrangement  with  Salford  Corporation 
Health  Department. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive 
incidence  of,  or  mortality  from  tuberculosis  in  any  particular 
occupation  in  the  district. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action 
under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regula¬ 
tions),  1925,  relating  to  Tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk 
trade  and  no  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  has  been  required 
under  Section  172,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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New  cases  and  mortality  during  1951  are  shown  in 
the  table  below  : — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

Years 

0— 

1— 

2— 

1 

5— 

1 

10— 

15— 

1 

1 

20— 

2 

25— 

3 

3 

1 

35— 

1 

1 

1 

45— 

5 

1 

1 

1 

55— 

7 

1 

1 

3 

65— 

1 

. 

1 

1 

75  & 
upwards 

Totals 

18 

• 

8 

4 

1 

5 

1 

! 

1 

26 

5 

6  I 

1 

There  were  two  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  which  had 
not  previously  been  notified  : — 

(1)  A  man,  aged  57  years,  certified  cause  of  death  :  chronic 
fibro-caseous  phthisis. 

(2)  A  man,  aged  48  years,  certified  cause  of  death: 
coronary  occlusion,  tuberculosis  spine. 


16 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of 
THE  Urban  District  Council  of 
Urmston. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration 
my  report  for  the  year  1951. 

The  period  under  review  has  been  a  particularly  busy 
one  for  the  inspectorial  staff,  for  in  addition  to  the  normal 
calls  made  upon  them  in  connection  with  day  to  day  routine, 
an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  in  the  winter  and  spring-  of 
the  year  caused  considerable  additional  ^vork. 

The  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  has  been 
carried  on  quietly  and  it  is  hoped  effectually,  for  with  a  minor 
improvement  in  the  labour  situation  and  the  arrival  of  a 
superior  type  of  workman,  the  frequency  of  house  refuse 
collection  gradually  improved. 

The  upward  trend  of  salvage  prices  was  well  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  year  and  the  income  from  this  source 
was  the  highest  ever  received  since  salvage  operations 
commenced. 

I  again  wish  to  exjiress  my  thanks  for  the  support  I 
have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  the  unfailing  helj)  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  all 
members  of  the  staff  and  employees  throughout  the  year. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  WOOD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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COMPLAINTS. 


Total  number  of  complaints  investigated .  632 

Total  number  of  complaints  confirmed .  541 

Total  number  of  visits  (including  re-visits) .  1,857 


Nature  of  Complaint.  Number  Received.  Confirmed. 


Accumulations 
Animals  So-Kept 
Atmospheric  Pollution 
Dirty  Premises 
Flooding 
Housing  Defects 
Obstructed  Drains 
Overcrowding- 
Rats  and  Mice 
Other  Vermin 
Miscellaneous 


17 

12 

5 

3 

10 

4 

8 

5 

14 

14 

203 

187 

97 

92 

4 

1 

141 

108 

88 

86 

45 

29 

632  541 


ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

The  following  notices  were  served  during  the  year  : — 
Informal.  Statutory. 

308  175 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section  93. 

Housing  Acts,  1936-1949. 

(Pyelaws  with  respect  to  Houses-Let-In-Lodgings). 

One  owner  was  summoned  for  non-compliance  of 
Notices  under  the  above  and  court  orders  were  made  in  both 
instances. 
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INSPECTIONS. 


The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  number 
of  visits  and  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  past  year  : — 


Accumulations  .  40 

Animals  So-Kept  .  54 

Council  House  Applications  .  17 

Council  House  Inspections .  13 

Drainage  Work  (New  Buildings) .  80 

Drainage  Work  (Existing  Buildings) .  407 

Dwelling  Houses — re  complaints .  1417 

„  „  —  Overcrowding  .  10 

,,  ,,  —  Infectious  Disease  .  826 

„  „  —  Dirty  or  Verminous  .  51 

„  „  —  Housing  Acts  .  140 

Dairies  .  34 

Hawkers  .  9 

Factories  Mechanical,  Non-Mechanical  and  Out¬ 
workers  .  189 

Food  Premises  .  325 

Houses-Fet-in-Fodgings  .  12 

Ice  Cream  Premises .  117 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Contractors,  etc .  74 

Markets,  Food  Stalls,  Fairs,  etc .  126 

Mortuary  .  12 

Rag  Flock  Act  .  8 

Petroleum  .  168 

Public  Houses  and  Cinemas .  8 

Public  Cleansing,  Refuse  Tip .  123 

,,  ,,  Other  Visits  .  315 

Public  Conveniences .  34 

Rodent  Control  .  154 

Shops  .  46 

Smoke  Abatement  and  Atmospheric  Pollution...  91 

Swimming  Bath  .  6 

Schools  .  11 

Miscellaneous  .  371 


5,288 
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HOUSING. 


A  concerted  effort  has  latterly  been  made  to  ensure 
the  demolition  of  properties  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  in  the  next  few  months  buildings  which  for 
years  have  been  unfit  as  dwellings,  and  have  now  become 
dangerous  as  structures,  will  be  removed  and  the  sites 
properly  cleared. 

Although  it  may  well  be  said  that  no  slums  in  the 
true  sense  exist  in  the  Urban  District,  a  large  number  of 
antiquated,  worn-out,  old  world  cottages  are  still  occupied. 
Repair  of  this  type  of  property  is  impracticable,  wholly 
uneconomical,  and  short  of  completely  rebuilding,  these 
dwellings  can  never  be  brought  up  to  acceptable  modern 
standards.  It  is  felt  that  when  it  is  again  opportune  to  give 
full  effect  to  the  Housing  Acts  this  problem  must  receive 
prime  consideration. 

Statutory  overcrowding  in  the  area  is  negligible,  but 
conditions  found  from  time  to  time  in  relation  to  limited 
sleeping  accommodation  and  inadequate  sex  separation  leave 
no  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  the  present  housing  problem  even 
in  Urmston.  However,  with  the  active  co-operation  of  the 
Housing  Manager  it  has  usually  been  possible  to  alleviate 
these  distressing  cases  when  brought  to  light. 

In  spite  of  every  effort  made  by  the  inspectorate  to 
carry  out  those  statutory  duties  in  relation  to  the  repair  and 
maintenance  of  tenanted  properties  many  difficulties  continue 
to  arise.  The  major  obstacle  again  has  been  the  ever 
increasing  cost  of  materials  and  labour,  and  as  no  assistance 
has  yet  been  afforded  to  the  ordinary  landlord  by  way  of 
accretions  to  his  rent,  property  of  pre-1939  vintage  continues 
to  deteriorate  at  an  alarming  rate. 

The  following  table  indicates  briefly  the  extent  of  the 
work  under  this  head. 
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Housing  Defects  {Detailed  Analysis). 


Outstanding  Outstanding 


Description 

1950 

Recorded 

Remedied 

1951 

Ceiling 

Plastering 

24 

42 

40 

26 

Dampness 

39 

102 

82 

59 

Eavesgutters, 
R.W.P.’s,  etc. 

39 

198 

141 

96 

Fireplaces, 
Grates,  etc. 

17 

35 

24 

28 

Floors 

18 

31 

19 

30 

Roofs 

36 

111 

93 

54 

Sinks,  Favatory 
Basins,  etc. 

5 

30 

23 

12 

Walls 

(Pointing,  etc.) 

35 

96 

84 

47 

Wall  Plastering 

53 

86 

74 

65 

W.C.  Soil  Pipes, 
etc. 

5 

27 

20 

12 

Windows, 
Sash-cords,  etc. 

74 

90 

98 

66 

Woodwork 

22 

40 

41 

21 

Yards,  Paths 

39 

59 

63 

35 

Miscellaneous 

26 

66 

56 

36 

432 

1013 

858 

587 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Food  Preparation  Premises,  etc. 

An  intensive  effort  has  been  made  to  bring  all 
premises  used  for  the  preparation,  storage,  or  sale  of  food  into 
a  condition  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Section  13  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  In  the  majority  of  cases  dealt 
with  only  minor  modihcations  were  necessary  as  the  general 
standard  of  establishments  in  the  area  was  excellent.  Where 
alterations  were  required,  occupiers  in  practically  every  case 
showed  the  maximum  of  good-will  and  co-operation. 

During  the  year  with  the  approval  of  the  Council 
suitable  notices  were  issued  to  foodshops  indicating  that 
in  the  interest  of  public  health  customers  should  refrain 
from  bringing  dogs  on  to  the  premises.  This  measure  proved 
to  be  a  great  success  and  has  been  welcomed  by  shopkeepers 
and  public  alike. 


FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1938,  SECTION  13. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

» 


Provisions  of  Section  13 

Recorded 

Remedied 

Out¬ 

standing 

(a) 

Sanitary  convenience,  etc., 
communicating  directly  with 
room 

(b) 

Water  cistern  ;  drain  vent  or 
inlet  of  drain 

(c) 

Defective  structure 

21 

10 

11 

(d) 

Painting,  cleansing  of  walls, 
ceilings,  etc. 

37 

22 

15 

(e) 

Room  used  as  sleeping  place  or 
no  intervening  ventilated  space  ... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(f) 

Insufficient  ventilation 

10 

5 

5 

(g) 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ... 

21 

14 

7 

(b) 

Cleanliness  of  personnel, 
room  and  apparatus 

17 

9 

8 

(i) 

Washing  facilities  ... 

6 

2 

4 

Hot  water 

6 

2 

4 

118 

64 

54 
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Condemnation  of  Foodstuffs. 

Generally  the  amount  of  food  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  was  somewhat  below  average,  the  only 
exception  being  the  large  number  of  tinned  hams  found  on 
examination  to  be  in  a  state  of  decomposition. 


Quantities 

Nature.  Tons.  Czvts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Bacon,  Ham,  etc .  1  0  7f 

Butchers’  Meat  .  1  0  3  2^ 

Butter  and  Cheese .  9 

Pig  Carcase  and  Offal  .  13  4 

1  3  2  23i 

Fruit  Juice .  5  tins 

Fruit  .  24  pkts. 

Fruit  .  144  tins 

Fish  . 179  tins 

Jam  and  Marmalade  .  65  tins 

Milk  .  30  tins 

Meat  Products  .  120  tins 

Onion  Powder  .  13  tins 

Soups  .  6  tins 

Table  Jellies  .  94  pkts. 

Vegetables  . 1 .  183  tins 

Miscellaneous  ■] .  2  pkts. 

.  1  jar 


Food  Sampling. 

In  co-operation  with  the  County  Health  Authority 
every  food  of  major  significance  was  sampled  during  1951, 
the  details  of  which  are  included  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


Meat  Products  for  Export. 

The  Company  engaged  on  this  work  expanded  their 
activities  in  the  export  field  to  a  marked  degree,  and  in 
consequence  the  amount  of  meat  inspected  and  the  time  taken 
to  carry  out  this  work,  increased  greatly  in  the  period  under 
review. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  meat  dealt 
with  by  the  Department  at  the  factory  concerned : — 


Type. 

Quantity. 

Beef. 

Hindquarters  . . . 

9601 

Forequarters  . 

2881 

Cuts  (Loins  and  Flanks). 

265 

T  ons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Boneless  . 

333 

17 

1 

26 

Kidneys  . 

4 

13 

2 

8 

Milk  Control. 

The  Department  is  satished  that  the  milk  distributed 
throughout  the  district  is  of  a  high  standard  and  approxi¬ 
mately  95%  is  designated. 

Two  dairymen  are  making  active  preparations  to 
provide  premises  and  to  install  equipment  for  production  of 
pasteurised  milk,  and  in  one  case  a  completely  new  dairy  is 
to  be  erected. 

Extensive  sampling  of  milk  was  again  carried  out 
and  the  following  table  indicates  that  a  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  results  compared  with  the  previous  year  has  taken 
place. 


Biological 

(T.B.^ 

Methylene 

Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

No. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

No. 

Sat. 

Un- 

Sat. 

No. 

Sat. 

Un- 

Sat. 

No. 

Sat. 

Un- 

Sat. 

3() 

4 

32 

6() 

62 

4 

47 

47 

-  — 

4 

4 

■ — 
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Ice  Cream. 


The  demand  for  this  confection  continued  to  increase, 
as  did  the  number  of  persons  registered  or  seeking  registra¬ 
tion.  No  doubt  a  factor  influencing  these  increased  sales  was 
the  improvement  in  the  quality  of  ice  cream  manufactured  due 
to  additional  raw  materials  becoming  available. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the 
examination  of  ice  cream  samples  taken  during  the  year  and 
it  is  a  matter  of  some  satisfaction  to  record  that  the  product 
of  local  manufacturers  never  once  fell  below  Grade  2. 


No.  OF 
Samples 

Methylene  Blue 
Provisional  Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

36 

25 

6 

4 

1 

FACTORY  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

The  Factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 


were  as  follows  : — 

Mechanical  Factories  .  153 

Non-Mechanical  Factories .  32 

Sites  of  Building  Operations  and 

Works  of  Engineering  Construction,  etc.  21 


Outworkers’  Premises  : — The  homes  of  outworkers 
resident  in  the  district  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  sanitary 
staff  and  generally  both  the  workers  and  their  homes  can  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  any  out¬ 
workers’  premises. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  following  trades  are  on  the  register  of  the 
Department ; — 


Soaj)  Boilers 
Gut  Scra])er 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

In  general  it  may  be  said  that  the  smoke  and  grit 
emissions  from  industry  in  the  Trafford  Park  area  have  con¬ 
siderably  diminished  although  some  trouble  was  experienced 
by  an  adjoining  Authority  from  carbon  particles  being 
deposited  in  their  area.  This  problem  should  be  entirely 
eliminated  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  extremely  regrettable  at  a  time  when  there 
appears  to  be  a  growing  public  realisation  of  the  evils  of 
a  contaminated  atmosphere  and  a  willingness  to  take  remedial 
measures,  that  the  new  industrial  undertakings  to  Urmston’s 
south-westward  should  be  brought  into  production  and  cause 
much  complaint  because  of  emanations  issuing  from  the  plant. 

The  executives  of  the  company  are  acutely  aware  of 
the  complaints  and  are  co-operating  fully  with  the  Council  in 
an  endeavour  to  reach  a  practical  solution  to  the  problem. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  826  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

DISINFESTATION. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
vermin  infested  houses  in  the  district.  In  all,  64  premises 
were  treated  by  the  application  of  a  contact  insecticide  (i.e., 
Zaldecide,  D.D.T.  or  Vermicene)  and  in  6  serious  cases,  houses 
were  subjected  to  fumigation  by  hydro-cyanic-gas. 

MORTUARY. 

The  Flixton  mortuary  maintained  by  the  Department 
has  been  in  use  6  times  during  the  year,  and  1  am  indebted 
to  the  County  Police  for  the  following  details  : — 


Causes  'of  Death.  Niimher. 

Natural  Causes .  2 

Misadventure  .  1 

Suicide  .  2 

Accidental  .  1 


PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS. 

Sixty-four  licences,  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  or 
petroleum  derivatives,  and  six  for  calcium  carbide,  were 
granted  and  the  fees  received  in  this  connection  amounted  to 
£86  5s.  Od. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

A  number  of  small  shopkeepers  were  interviewed 
regarding  hours  of  closing  and  other  legislation  under  the 
Act  and  co-operation  generally  was  very  satisfactory;  how¬ 
ever,  it  w^as  necessary  for  warning  letters  to  be  sent  to  eight 
traders  regarding  hours  of  closing  during  the  winter  months. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

It  is  regrettable  that,  because  of  financial  stringency, 
the  proposal  of  the  Council  regarding  the  provision  of 
additional  public  conveniences  have  not  yet  been  carried  into 
effect.  Many  complaints  have  been  received,  particularly 
from  the  companies  in  the  industrial  area,  pointing  out  the 
inadequacy  of  present  arrangements  and  requesting  considera¬ 
tion  in  the  future. 


Existing 

Public 

Conveniences  maintained 

by  the 

Department  are  as 

under 

Situation. 

Males. 

Females. 

Station  Road 

2  W.C.’s,  6  urinal  stalls 

3  W.C.’s 

Davyhulme  Circle 

2  „ 

3 

3  „ 

Moorside  Road 

1  „ 

^  M  yy 

2  „ 

Church  Road 

2  „ 

3 

yy  yy 

3  „ 

Two  full-time  attendants  are  employed  on  cleansing, 
maintenance  and  supervision. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  industrial  area  of  Trafford  Park  still  maintains  a 
steady  rat  population  but  minor  infestations  are  now  more 
frequently  met  with  than  in  previous  years.  Major  rat  con¬ 
centrations  are  slowly  declining  and  generally  speaking  the 
overall  position  is  improving. 

Maintenance  treatments  of  the  se\vers  showed  only 
minor  trouble  spots  which  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with,  as 
were  the  infestations  present  on  the  refuse  tip  and  sew’age 
works. 


With  the  slight  easing  of  the  i)osition  regarding 
heavy  infestations  it  is  hoj)ed  that  inspections  of  a  more 
comprehensive  type  may  be  carried  out.  Rapid  strides  in  the 
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developments  of  new  methods  of  treatment  may  well  bring 
about  a  further  considerable  reduction  in  the  rodent  popula¬ 
tion  and  it  is  hoped  that  new  material  will  be  available  for  use 
in  the  immediate  future. 


Type  of  Property 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

All  other 
(including 
business  & 
industrial) 

Total 

Number  of 

Properties 

inspected 

19 

84 

1 

65 

169 

Number  of  Rat 
infestations  : 

Maj  or 

3 

12 

15 

Minor 

11 

22 

1 

35 

69 

Number  of 
properties 
seriously  infested 
with  mice 

1 

14 

15 

Total  infested 
properties 
treated  by 

Local  Authority 

19 

45 

1 

57 

122 

Poisons  used.  Zinc  Phosphide  ...  ...  ...  61bs.  l|ozs. 

Arsenic  ...  ...  ...  ...  lib.  14ozs. 

Antu  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11b.  lOozs. 


Bait  used.  Sausage  Rusk  ...  ...  4cwts.  2qrs.  221bs. 

Bread  Mash  ...  ...  ...  Icwt.  3qrs.  25^1bs. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


For  the  first  time  since  1939  the  Cleansing-  Depart¬ 
ment  was  able  to  operate  a  modern  and  efficient  fleet  of  refuse 
collection  vehicles,  for  with  the  acquisition  of  a  further  10 
cubic  yard  “Dennis”  side-loader  in  August  every  round  was 
served  by  a  post-war  collection  unit. 

As  with  transport  so  there  has  been  a  slight  but 
noticeable  improvement  in  the  labour  position  for  whilst  the 
number  of  men  available  for  employment  appeared  no  greater 
the  quality  of  new  entrants  showed  a  very  welcome  improve¬ 
ment.  Whether  or  not  this  happier  state  of  affairs  was 
directly  attributable  to  the  inauguration  of  an  incentive  pay¬ 
ment  scheme  in  August  was  perhaps  conjectural,  it  was, 
however,  an  indisputable  fact  that  the  workmen  were  happier 
and  much  more  co-operative  than  had  been  the  case  for  a 
long  time. 

Transport  at  present  in  service  is  as  follows  : — 


One  SD  Gully  Emptier .  1937 

One  Scammell  12  cubic  yards  rear-loader .  1940 

Two  Dennis  10  cubic  yards  side-loaders .  1946 

One  Dennis  10  cubic  yards  side-loader .  1948 

One  SD  24|  cubic  yards  rear-loader .  1949 

One  Dennis  10  cubic  yards  side-loader .  1949 

One  Dennis  10  cubic  yards  side-loader .  1951 


From  calculations  made  in  a  recent  survey  it  ^^■as 
estimated  that  the  total  number  of  bins  in  use  in  the  district 
amount  to  12,581.  In  addition  there  are  11  pail  closets,  2 
privy  middens;  1  dry  ashpit,  and  7,795  street  gullies  in  the 
district.  Dustbins  and  pail  closets  were  emptied  weekly,  and 
all  street  gullies  cleansed  on  at  least  three  occasions  during 
the  year. 

The  total  weight  of  domestic  refuse  collected  was 
11,260  tons  and  the  weight  of  refuse  of  all  types  disposed  of  at 
the  Meadovv  Road  Tip  was  16,326  tons. 


Dustbin  Replacement  Scheme. 

As  a  full  year’s  figures  are  now  available  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  scheme,  it  is  possible  to  record  the  annual 
cost  <')f  a  new  service  which  not  only  increased  the  efficiency 
of  cleansing  operations  as  a  whole  but  proved  a  popular 
innovation  with  ratepayers  generally. 
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During  the  year  940  bins  were  supplied  by  the 
Department  either  as  replacements  or  first  issues  at  an  aver¬ 
age  cost  per  unit  of  £\  8s.  lid.,  equal  to  £1,358;  transport 
and  other  outgoings  amounted  to  £57  giving  a  total  charge 
for  the  year  of  £1,415  or  1.124  of  a  penny  rate. 

It  was  extremely  unfortunate  that  during  the  year, 
owing  to  difficulties  in  supply,  the  Government  decided  to 
restrict  the  use  of  zinc  for  galvanising  purposes  and  in  conse¬ 
quence  it  became  impossible  to  obtain  bins  of  the  type  and 
durability  ordinarily  purchased  by  the  Department.  This 
lowering  of  quality  will  doubtless  be  felt  in  future  years  for 
it  is  unlikely  that  the  present  receptacles  will  have  the  useful 
life  calculated  when  the  scheme  was  launched. 


CLEANSING  COSTS. 


Expenditure 
Cost  per  ton 


Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 


Collection 

Disposal 

Collection 

Disposal 

Collection 


£1 


5.8d.\ 
9. Id.  ' 


£288 

£35 

£952 


Cost  per  1,000 
population 
Cost  per  1,000 

houses  Disposal  £118 

Surplus  of  Salvage  Income  over  expenditure 
Tonnage  of  domestic  refuse  ... 

Tonnage  of  all  refuse 

Amount  of  domestic  refuse  per  1,000  of  population 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  . 

Net  expenditure  on  collection  and  disposal 
expressed  as  a  rate  poundage 
No.  of  houses  in  district 
Population 


...  £11,533 
...  £1,437 

£1  2s.  2.9d. 

£324  8s.  2d. 

£1,070  13s.  3d. 

...  £5,617 

1 1,260  tons 
16,326  tons 
282  tons 
...  £1,275 

...  5.768d. 
...  12,114 

...  39,980 


N.B. — These  costs  relate  to  the  Council's  financial  vear. 


Salvage. —  The  recovery  of  prices  which  commenced 
in  the  latter  months  of  1950  was  not  only  continued  but  by 
the  end  of  the  period  under  review  reached  such  levels  as  to 
cause  anxiety  and  alarm.  Following  such  price  advances  in 
raw  materials  with  the  inevitable  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
finished  product,  an  equally  violent  reaction  in  the  opposite 
direction  would  appear  likely  in  the  future. 


Taking  a  short  term  view,  the  result  of  the  year’s 
work  in  this  section  was  the  most  lucrative  since  operations 
commenced,  and  at  a  time  when  other  costs  are  rising,  the 
set  ofi:'  ])rovided  by  salvage  profits  has  been  of  great  help  in 
keeping  the  Department  in  financial  equilibrium. 
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Total  salvage  receipts  for  the  period  ending  31st 
December,  1951,  were  £S,S22. 

The  following  tables  show  briefly  the  district’s 
salvage  efforts  over  the  past  twelve  years  : — 


Waste  Materials  Recovered,  including  Kitchen  Waste 


Collecting 


Weight 

Value 

Allowances 

Year. 

T  ons 

£ 

£ 

1940 . 

.  454  . 

.  1,684  .... 

— 

1941 . 

.  769  . 

.  2,523  .... 

.  . 

1942 . 

.  1,170  . 

.  4,350  .... 

— 

1943 . 

.  1,020  . 

.  4,248  .... 

.  . 

1944 . 

.  852  . 

.  3,742  .... 

— 

1945 . 

.  703  . 

.  3,088  .... 

.  9 

1946 . 

.  763  . 

.  3,531  .... 

.  215 

1947 . 

.  728  . 

.  3,208  .... 

.  260 

1948 . 

.  817  . 

.  3,786  .... 

.  394 

1949 . 

.  886  . 

.  4,321  .... 

.  364 

1950 . 

.  795  . 

.  3,710  .... 

.  52 

1951 . 

.  790  . 

.  8,522  .... 

.  — 

9,747  £46,713  £1,294 


Total  Weight  of  Materials  Recovered,  1940-1951. 


Material. 


I  ons 


Kitchen  Waste  .  3,541 

Waste  Paper  .  4,840 

Tins  .  491 

Textiles  .  265 

Bottles  and  Jars .  216 

Scrap  Metals  .  243 

Bones  .  52 

Miscellaneous  .  99 


Total  ...  9,747  tons 
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